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•	 These findings are generally 
consistent with previous 
ACT Aspire data and NAEP 
data, and correspond with 
ACT assessment data and 
the ACT College Readiness 
Benchmarks that have been 
empirically validated based  
on actual college student 
academic performance.

•	 In most grades, less than half 
of ACT Aspire-tested third-
through-eighth graders in 
2015 met the ACT Readiness 
Benchmarks in mathematics  
or reading. 

A Look at Year Two of ACT Aspire®
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Percentage of Students Meeting or Surpassing the ACT Readiness Benchmark in Mathematics and Reading, 2015
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Mathematics

Note: ACT Aspire data are based on more than 743,000 ACT Aspire-tested students in grades three through eight in spring 2015. About 89% of data were from two 
states and 11% from other states. ACT Aspire data from 2015 are not necessarily nationally representative. ACT Explore (sample of 1,065,332) and ACT Plan (sample 
of 1,335,510) data are based on students in grades eight and ten in 2014, respectively. ACT data are based on 1,924,436 ACT-tested students in 2015. NAEP fourth 
grade mathematics data are based on a nationally representative sample of 139,900 students in 2015; NAEP eighth grade mathematics data are based on a nationally 
representative sample of 136,900 students in 2015. NAEP fourth grade reading data are based on a nationally representative sample of 139,100 students in 2015; 
NAEP eighth grade reading data are based on a nationally representative sample of 136,500 students in 2015. NAEP Proficient + Advanced rates were determined by 
adding rates from the Proficient and Advanced categories. For more information on NAEP Proficient and Advanced rates, please see www.nationsreportcard.gov/.

For the 2014–2015 academic year, ACT Aspire® data indicate a 

relationship between ACT Readiness Benchmark attainment rates 

and grade in school in mathematics.1 In mathematics, fewer students 

met or surpassed the ACT Aspire readiness standard in higher grades 

than in lower ones—56.6% of third graders met the Benchmark while 

31.2% of eighth graders did so.

The relationship in reading for 2015 ACT Aspire data is less clear. 

In reading, about one-third of students met the ACT Readiness 

Benchmark in all grades, with more students meeting it in sixth grade 

(40.4%) and eighth grade (46.2%). These results for mathematics 

and reading are consistent with prior findings from ACT Aspire-tested 

students in 2014.

ACT Aspire data from 2015 are generally consistent with other  

recent data sources measuring similar constructs: ACT Explore® 

eighth grade College Readiness Benchmark rates (2014) and  

NAEP fourth and eighth grade Proficient and Advanced rates (2015). 

ACT Explore College Readiness Benchmarks are mapped from ACT 

College Readiness Benchmarks. NAEP rates come from nationally 

representative samples of students. Likewise, ACT Plan® tenth grade 

and ACT high school graduate College Readiness Benchmark rates 

are generally consistent with 2015 ACT Aspire data. 

1 See www.discoveractaspire.org/assessments/standards-benchmarks  
for more information about ACT Readiness Benchmarks.
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