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S um m ary

F o r  102 tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s ,  c o r re la t io n s  w e re  com puted between 

student body ch a r a c te r is t ic s  and a fa c to r ia l ly  d e r iv e d  d e scr ip t io n  

o f  institutional env ironm ents . Student c h a r a c te r is t ic s  co v a ry  in 

in terest in g  w ays with the c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  the co l le g e  environm ent; 

the pattern o f  varia tion  is m eaningful; and fo r  the m o st  part the 

pattern is cons isten t  with the in terpretation  given the environm enta l 

m e a s u r e s  in e a r l ie r  studies . T h ese  con c lu s ion s  are  true only in 

a broad  sense , how ever , fo r  m ost  o f  the co r re la t io n s  a re  m odera te  

to low . T h e re fo r e ,  the environm enta l fa c tor  s c o r e s  a re  not, and 

are  not intended to be, a c om p le te ly  sa t is fa c to ry  substitute fo r  a 

deta iled  d e sc r ip t io n  of the student body.





Who G oes W here  to Junior C o llege?

Jam es  M. R ich a rd s ,  Jr . and L a rry  A. B raskam p 

A m e r ic a n  C o lleg e  Testing  P r o g r a m

T w o -y e a r  c o l le g e s  p robab ly  constitute the fa stes t  grow ing s e g 

m ent o f  A m e r ica n  h igher education. Since 1961, n ear ly  200 tw o -y e a r  

c o l le g e s  have been estab lish ed , and en ro llm ent in tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s  

has a lm o s t  doubled (A m e r ica n  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  Junior C o lle g e s ,  1967).

It has been estim ated  that by 1970 there  w il l  be 1000 tw o -y e a r  co l le g e  

en ro llin g  n ear ly  2 m ill ion  students. M o r e o v e r ,  a tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e  

w ill  be the f i r s t  c o l le g e  attended by an in cre a s in g  p rop ort ion  o f  

entering c o l le g e  fresh m en .

The grow ing im p ortan ce  to A m e r ic a n  soc ie ty  of tw o -y e a r  co l le g e  

e m p h a s izes  the need fo r  com p reh en s iv e  in form ation  about these in s t i 

tutions. A lthough a s ize a b le  body o f  l itera tu re  has b e co m e  availab le  

to m eet  this need (Clark , I960; G leazer , 1963; M ed sk er ,  I960; F ie ld s ,  

1962; K noell & M ed sk er ,  1964; B lo ck e r ,  P lu m m e r ,  & R ichardson ,

1965; Se ibe l,  1965; R ich a rd s ,  Rand, & Rand, 1965, 1966; C oo ley ,

1966; Hoyt & Munday, 1966; C o llin s , 1967; A lkin  & Hendrix, 1967; 

H endrix , 1967; P a ce ,  1967), many a re a s  of com pa ra tive  ign orance  

rem ain . The pu rp ose  o f  this study is to red u ce  this ign oran ce , 

thereby  fac il ita tin g  intelligent planning fo r  tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s .  The 

s p e c i f ic  a rea  o f  c o n ce rn  is  the a lloca tion  of students to and am ong 

tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s .  A lthough it is c om m on ly  assu m ed  that tw o -y e a r
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c o l le g e s  d iffe r  greatly  in the kinds o f  students they en ro ll ,  v e ry  

little  in form ation  is actually availab le  con cern in g  what kind of 

student attends what kind o f  c o l le g e .  It should be re co g n ize d ,  

o f  c o u r se ,  that many fa c to r s ,  including lega l r e s t r ic t io n s ,  a ffec t  

student attendance at one tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e  rather  than another so 

that the p re se n t  study is d e sc r ip t iv e ,  not p r e s c r ip t iv e .

Our b a s ic  technique was to com pute c o r re la t io n s  between an 

" o b je c t iv e "  d e sc r ip t io n  o f  tw o -y e a r  co l le g e  env ironm ents  and a 

co m p re h e n s iv e  set of in form ation  about the entering c la s s e s  of 

a sam ple  of tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s .  The study, th e re fo re ,  r e s e m b le s  

A s t in 's  (1965) e a r l ie r  study o f  f o u r -y e a r  co l le g e s .

P r o c e d u r e  

D e scr ip t io n  of C o llege  Environm ents

In p rev iou s  r e s e a r c h  on tw o -y e a r  co l le g e  env ironm ents  

(R ichards  et al. , 1966), 36 d ifferent c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  tw o -y e a r  

c o l le g e s  w e re  identified. By m eans o f  fa c to r  ana lys is ,  the 

c o m p le x  re lationsh ips  am ong these 36 co l le g e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  w e re  

reduced  to a l im ited  num ber of ca te g o r ie s  that can be in terp reted  

in te rm s  o f  their underly ing nature. Six such ca te g o r ie s ,  o r  

fa c to rs ,  w e re  obtained and given nam es w hich  seem ed  to r e f le c t  

their  genera l m eaning: Cultural A ffluence , T e ch n o lo g ica l  S p e c ia l i 

zation, S ize , A ge ,  T ra n s fe r  E m phasis ,  and B u siness  O rientation .

In a secon d  study (R ichards  et_ al. , 1965), m ultip le  c o r re la t io n



techniques  w e re  used  to estim ate  s c o r e s  on these fa c to r s  fo r  581 

a c c r e d it e d  tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s .  Inspection of the h ig h -s c o r in g  and 

lo w -s c o r in g  c o l le g e s  on each  fa c tor  suggested  that it m ight be 

d e s ira b le  to m odify  the in terpretation  o f  three o f  the s ix  fa c to rs .  

S p e c i f ica l ly ,  P rivate  C ontro l appears  to be a m o re  appropria te  

title than Cultural A ff lu en ce , A ge  m ight w e ll  be renam ed  C onvention

a l is m , and High Cost would be m o r e  ap p rop ria te  than Business 

O rientation .

The estim ated  fa c to r  s c o r e s  fo r  the c o l le g e s  w e r e  con verted  

to stanines (G uilford , 1956, p. 503), * w h ich  a re  n o rm a lize d  stan

dard  s c o r e s  with a m ean o f  5 and a standard deviation  of 1. 96.

T h ese  estim ated  fa c to r  s c o r e s  organ ize  the in form ation  curren tly  

availab le  about tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s  into a b r ie f  p ro f i le .  This b r ie f  

p r o f i le  can be used  to c h a r a c te r iz e  individual c o l le g e s  o r  groups 

o f  c o l le g e s .  In the p re se n t  study, the fa c to r  s c o r e s  fo r  a sam ple  

o f  c o l le g e s  w e re  co r re la te d  with the c h a r a c te r is t ic s  of the sam e 

c o l l e g e s '  student bod ies .

M e a su re s  of Student C h a ra c te r is t ics

The data con cern in g  the c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  entering students 

w e re  obtained f r o m  the battery ad m in is tered  by the A m e r ica n  C ollege

T estin g  P r o g r a m  in high s ch o o ls  to students applying to c o l le g e s
*A X e r o x  copy o f  the table showing the stanine s c o r e  fo r  each 

c o l le g e  on each  fa c to r  is availab le  fo r  $1. 00 f r o m  the R e s e a r c h  and 
D evelop m en t D iv is ion , A m e r ic a n  C ollege  Testing P ro g ra m , Iowa City, 
Iowa 52240. Make checks  payable to A m e r ic a n  C ollege  Testing P ro g ra m .
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using the A C T  a s se ssm e n t .  This battery p ro v id e s  a co m p re h e n s iv e  

set o f  in form ation  about each  student: test s c o r e s ,  high s ch o o l  

grad es , sp ec ia l  in terests ,  cam pus needs , and n o n - c la s s r o o m  a c c o m 

p lish m en ts . A s  part of its C la ss  P r o f i le  S e r v ic e  (A m e r ica n  C ollege  

T est in g  P ro g ra m , 1966), A C T  p rov id es  sum m ary  s ta tis t ics  to 

c o l le g e s  about the c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  its entering c la s s  on this 

co m p re h e n s iv e  set of in form ation . In form ation  is p ro v id e d  both 

f o r  " e n r o l le d "  students and fo r  "non*-enrolled" students; that is , 

those students who had A C T  s c o r e s  sent to that c o l le g e  but did 

not en ro ll .  T h ese  sum m ary  s ta tis t ics  prov id e  the b a s ic  data fo r

this study. The s p e c i f ic  p ie c e s  of in form ation  included are  d i s 

cu sse d  below .

A C T  C om posite .  The A C T  test  y ie ld s  the fo llow ing  subtest 

s c o r e s :  English , m athem atics ,  s o c ia l  studies, and natural s c ie n ce .  

E ach  s c o r e  is converted  to a com m on  sca le  with a m ean o f  a p p r o x i 

m ately  20 and a standard deviation  of about 5 fo r  c o l le g e -b o u n d  

high sch oo l  se n io rs .  The fou r  subtest s c o r e s  are  av era ged  to 

y ie ld  a C om posite  s c o r e .  The A C T  test is a typ ica l test  o f 

a ca d e m ic  potential, with re l ia b i l i t ie s  and va lid it ies  against grade 

c r i te r ia  o f  the magnitude to be expected  fo r  such tests  (A m e r ica n  

C ollege  Testing  P ro g ra m , 1965). Two s c o r e s  w e re  used fo r  each 

co l le g e :  the m ean and the standard deviation  on the A C T  com p o s ite

fo r  its students.



High School G rades. A s  a regu la r  part of the A C T  p ro ce d u re ,  

p e r s o n s  taking the A C T  battery  a re  asked to re p o rt  their  m ost  

re ce n t  high school g rades  in each  o f  four  a r e a s :  English , m athem atic  

s o c ia l  studies, and natural s c ie n ce .  R e s e a r c h  by D avidsen  (1963) 

ind icates  that such s e l f - r e p o r t e d  grades  c o r re s p o n d  c lo s e ly  to high 

s ch o o l  tra n scr ip ts .  A  rean a lys is  o f  D a v id sen 's  data y ie ld ed  a 

c o r re la t io n  of . 9 2  between s tu d en t-rep orted  and s c h o o l -r e p o r t e d  

grad es .  A  grade point avera ge  (GPA) is com puted  fo r  each student 

by assign ing  s c o r e s  to grades  so that A  = 4, B = 3, etc . The 

s c o r e  fo r  c o l le g e s  is the m ean high sch oo l  GPA o f  its students.

N o n -A c a d e m ic  A ch iev em en t  S ca les .  A  ch eck lis t  o f  e x t r a 

c u r r ic u la r  a cco m p lish m e n t  in high sch oo l  y ie ld s  s c o r e s  in the 

fo llow ing  a rea s :  lea d ersh ip ,  m u s ic ,  dram a and speech , art, w riting , 

and sc ie n ce .  E ach  s ca le  c o n s is ts  o f  eight item s ranging f r o m  

com m on  and le s s  im portant a cco m p lish m e n ts  to r a r e r  and m o r e  

im portant a c co m p lish m e n ts .  F o r  exam ple , s c ie n ce  item s include 

such a cco m p lish m e n ts  as "p e r fo r m e d  an independent sc ien t i f ic  

ex p er im en t"  or  "w on  a p r iz e  o r  award of any kind fo r  sc ien t i f ic  

w o rk  o r  study. " In gen era l,  the a cco m p lish m e n ts  involve  public  

a ct ion  o r  recogn it ion  so that, in p r in c ip le ,  the a ccom p lish m en ts  

cou ld  be v e r i f ie d .  The s c o r e  on each  sca le  fo r  a student is s im ply  

the num ber o f  a cco m p lish m e n ts  he m arks  " y e s ,  applies to m e. " 

Students with high s c o r e s  on one or  m o r e  o f  these s im p le  s ca le s



p resu m a b ly  have attained a high le v e l  of a cco m p lish m e n t  w hich  

re q u ire s  co m p le x  sk il ls ,  long tim e p e r s is te n c e ,  o r  or ig ina lity .

The s c o r e  fo r  c o l le g e s  in each  area  was the p ercen t  o f  its students 

w ith  one o r  m o r e  a cco m p lish m e n ts  in that area .

Influences on C hoice  of C o llege .  E ach student rated 27 kinds 

o f  in fluence a c co rd in g  to how m uch  each  one had a ffec ted  his ch o ice  

o f  a c o l le g e .  E ach  item  was rated on a three point s ca le  ( " o f  no 

im p o r t a n c e , "  "a  m in or  con s idera t ion , " "a  m a jo r  co n s id e ra t io n " ) .

In an e a r l ie r  study (R ich ard s  & Holland, 1966), fa c to r  ana lysis  w as 

used  to reduce  the c o m p le x  in terre la t ion s  am ong these item s  to a 

sm a ll  num ber of ca te g o r ie s .  F ou r  m a jo r  a reas  o f  in fluence w e re  

fo u n d -- in te l le c tu a l  em p h as is ,  p ra ct ica lity ,  adv ice  o f  o th ers ,  and 

s o c ia l  em phasis .

In the p resen t  study, s c o r e s  fo r  each  o f  these a re a s  of 

in fluence w e re  d er ived  fo r  each  co l le g e  by taking three  in fluences  

with high loadings in that a rea  and low loadings in the other a re a s ,  

determ in in g  the percen ta ge  of students at that c o l le g e  citing each  

o f  the three as a m a jo r  in fluence, and adding the p e rce n ta g e s .

Educational A sp ira t ion .  Students re p o r t  their  educational 

asp ira tion  by choos ing  one a lternative  f r o m  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  ranging 

f r o m  " l e s s  than a B. A . " to "P h . D. " (or  its equivalent). F o r  the 

p resen t  study, student c h o ice s  w e re  grouped  into three c a te g o r ie s  

- - " l e s s  than a B. A . , " " B . A .  "M o r e  than a B. A . " A  c o l l e g e 's
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s c o r e s  a re  s im ply  the p e rce n t  o f  students in each  ca tegory .

Goals in Attending C o llege .  Students ch oose  one of ten p o s s i 

b i l i t ie s  as their m ost  im portant goal in attending. B ecau se  three 

goa ls  account fo r  the m a jor ity  o f  student ch o ic e s ,  the p re se n t  study 

is r e s t r i c t e d  to these three . They a re  (1) to deve lop  m y mind and 

in te llectua l ab ilit ies ,  (2) to s e cu re  vocationa l or  p r o fe s s io n a l  training, 

and (3) to earn  a h igher in com e . S c o r e s  fo r  c o l le g e s  are  the 

p e rce n t  o f  their students ch oos ing  each  o f  these p u rp oses  as their 

p r im a ry  goal in attending co l le g e .

Intended M a jor .  E ach  student ch o o se s  his intended m a jo r  f r o m  

a l is t  o f  p o ss ib le  m a jo rs  that a re  grouped  into nine broad  a re a s :  

S o c ia l  S c ien ce ,  A d m in is tra tion , B u sin ess , A g r icu ltu re ,  M ed ica l,

A r ts  and H um anities, O ther, and U ndecided.

E x tra cu rr ic u la r  P artic ip ation . E ach student rep orts  w hether 

o r  not he exp ects  to p artic ip ate  in each  o f  nine e x tr a c u r r icu la r  

a c t iv i t ie s - - in t e r c o l le g ia t e  a th letics ,  in tram ural ath let ics ,  m u s ic ,  

w rit ing , student governm ent, s c ie n ce  c lubs, debate, acting, and 

departm enta l c lubs. C o llege  s c o r e s  a re  the p ercen t  of students 

indicating that they do expect  to partic ipate  in each  of these act iv it ies .

Background In form ation . Students a re  asked se v e ra l  questions 

about their  background. Tw o o f  these questions w e r e  included in 

the p re se n t  study. The f i r s t  question e l ic ite d  in form ation  about 

the student’ s hom e com m unity . R e sp o n se s  w e re  c la s s i f ie d  into



three c a t e g o r i e s - - f a r m ,  suburb, and centra l c ity . C o llege  s c o r e s  

a re  the p ercen t  o f  their students indicating a hom e com m unity  

fa lling  into each  o f  these c a te g o r ie s .

The secon d  question  inqu ired  about the in com e o f  the student's  

fam ily . R e sp o n se s  w e r e  c la s s i f ie d  into three c a te g o r ie s :  0 - $7499, 

$7500 - 14999, and $15,000 and up. Students had the option of 

saying that they did not know this in form ation  o r  that they c o n s id e re d  

it confidentia l, and these two c a te g o r ie s  w e re  a lso  included in the 

an a lys is .  C ollege  s c o r e s  are  the p e rce n t  o f  students w h ose  r e sp o n s e s  

fall into each  o f  these f ive  c a te g o r ie s .

Sam ple o f  C o lleg es

A  sam ple  of 102 tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s  w as obtained by taking all 

c o l le g e s  that (1) p artic ip ated  in the 1965 p o s t -e n r o l lm e n t  A C T  C lass  

P r o f i le  S e rv ice  (A m e r ica n  C ollege  Testing  P r o g ra m , 1966), and 

(2) w e r e  l is ted  in the table o f  jun ior  c o l le g e  fa c tor  s c o r e s .  In 

o rd e r  to know to what d egree  this sam ple  of c o l le g e s  re p re se n ts  

tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s  in genera l, the m eans and standard deviations  

on the jun ior  c o l le g e  fa c to r  s c o r e s  w e re  com puted  and are  s u m 

m a r iz e d  in Table 1. The resu lts  indicate that the sam ple  c o l le g e s  

a re  som ew hat below  avera ge  on P r ivate  C ontro l and High Cost 

and som ew hat above avera ge  on T e ch n o lo g ica l  S p ec ia liza tion , S ize , 

C onventiona lism , and T r a n s fe r  E m phasis .  The sm all s ize  of these 

deviations f r o m  avera ge  suggests  that our resu lts  a re  fa ir ly  r e p r e -

-8 -



sentative o f  the national population o f  tw o -y e a r  co l le g e s .

Table  1

M eans and Standard D eviations fo r  a Sam ple
of 102 C o lle g e s  on Junior C ollege F a cto r  S c o r e s

M ean S. D.

P r iv a te  C ontro l 
(Cultural A ff lu en ce )

4. 75 1. 65

T ech . S pec ia liza t ion 5. 15 1. 42

Size 5. 25 1. 64

C on ventiona lism
(Age)

5. 18 2. 11

T r a n s fe r  E m phasis 5. 50 1. 65

High Cost
(B u s in e ss  O rientation )

4. 76 1 .87

Results

W e f i r s t  com puted  the c o r re la t io n  between student c h a r a c te r is t ic s

and attendance at a tw o -y e a r  rather than a f o u r -y e a r  c o l le g e  by

com bin ing  the 102 tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s  with 179 f o u r -y e a r  c o l le g e s

partic ipating  in the A C T  1965 C lass  P r o f i le  S e rv ice .  A  s c o r e  of

w as given to each  tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e  and a s c o r e  o f  0̂  to each  fo u r -

y e a r  c o l le g e  so that the co r re la t io n s  a re  point b is e r ia ls .  The

P e a rs o n  p r o d u ct -m o m e n t  c o r re la t io n s  betw een the jun ior c o l le g e

fa c to r  s c o r e s  and the student c h a r a c te r is t ic s  f o r  the 102 tw o -y e a r

2c o l le g e s  w e r e  com puted  next. T h ose  co r re la t io n s  a re  shown in
2T h ese  c o r re la t io n s  w e re  com puted  at the U nivers ity  o f  Utah 

C om p u ter  Center.
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Table  2

C o rre la t io n  o f  Attending T w o -Y e a r  C o lleg e  
and Junior C ollege  F a c to r  S c o r e s  with Student Body C h a r a c te r is t ic s

F a ctor S c o r e s  (N = 102)
Atdg. Two P r i .  Con. Tech . S ize Conven. T ran s. H. Cost
Y ear  Coll. (Cult. A ff .  ) Spec. (Age) Emph. (Bus. Or. )

A C T  C om posite (N = 281)
Mean -34 -09 19 10 -05 05 24
S. D. 29 -16 -02 20 01 21 -25

High S ch oo l G PA
Mean - 62 30 -39 05 40 -16 -25

N o n -C la s s .  A c c o m p .
S c ien ce -24 07 17 -31 03 -02 09
A rt 00 -15 -03 10 -21 . 03 21
W riting -52 14 -41 -30 17 -08 -12
Leadersh ip -52 30 -29 -36 31 -14 -23
M usic -39 20 -38 -14 25 -02 -28
D ram a -40 33 -37 -28 31 02 -31

Influ. on C h oice
o f  C o llege

Intell. Emph. -47 25 -10 -14 13 00 28
P ra ct ica l ity 24 -59 18 14 -38 09 00
A d v ice  of Others 1 6 -07 03 -23 -06 -18 -07
S oc ia l Emph. -25 22 -15 -09 35 03 -17

E duc. A sp ira t io n
L e ss  than B. A. 69 -11 -19 -05 18 -19 -34
B. A. -29 -17 10 -07 -28 23 36
M o re  than B .A . -45 25 16 14 03 06 08

P r im a r y  Goal
in Atdg. Coll.

D eve lop  Mind -39 26 -21 22 08 06 37
V oc. Trng. 08 -04 13 20 03 -04 -17
Higher Inc. 49 -30 19 -0 7 -07 01 -21

Intnd. M a jor
Soc. Sci. -30 22 -44 -31 04 05 -02
Adm in. 10 06 29 08 -11 02 31
Bu sines s 47 01 -23 01 02 -14 04
S c ien ce -34 -12 21 -14 -10 10 06
A g r ic . 24 -14 48 05 01 -05 -18
M ed ica l -15 03 -08 34 07 02 01
A rts  & Humanities -32 -24 15 44 -09 00 04
Other 44 -14 11 36 -06 -08 03
U ndecided 28 -08 09 -15 07 08 -21



-11 -

Atdg. Two 
Y ear  Coll.

T able  2 (cont. )

P r i .  Con. T ech . 
(Cult. A ff .  ) Spec.

Size Conven.
(Age)

T rans. 
Emph.

H. Cost 
Bus. Or

E x t r a -C u r r .  Plans
In te r -C o l l .  Ath. 29 19 10 -22 -14 -05 23
In tra -M u ra l Ath. 00 19 19 -20 -07 -14 36
M u sic -28 33 -54 -35 20 -09 -11
W riting -28 16 -36 -26 05 02 04
Stu. G overn . -46 45 -33 -40 17 -14 13
S c ie n ce  Clubs -17 12 07 -21 12 -02 -01
Debate -16 17 -22 -30 -04 -04 -04
A cting -24 27 -44 -35 09 -08 -06
Dept. Clubs -61 19 -2 5 -09 21 -03 04

B ackground  
H om e Com m unity

F a rm 14 18 -22 -29 33 -08 -49
Suburb - 06 -25 26 12 -31 06 59
Central City -10 09 -03 27 -03 02 -10

In com e
0-7499 ■ 08 07 -23 -28 24 05 -33
7500-14999 02 -29 43 23 -39 03 48
15000 and up -12 09 24 36 -08 07 15
Confidential 14 01 15 04 -14 -10 21
D on 't  Know -11 22 -44 -08 24 -09 -26

Note. - -W h e r e  N = 281, rQ5  = . 12 and = .1 5 ;  w h ere  N -  102, rg^ = . 20 

and r^ j  = . 25. A ll  d e c im a l points have been om itted  in table.

T a b le  2.
3

W e a lso  com puted  co r re la t io n s  between the jun ior  c o l le g e  s c o r e s - -  

applying to a tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e  and six  fa c tor  s c o r e s - - a n d  the c h a r a c 

t e r is t i c s  o f  " n o n -e n r o l le d "  students, o r  students who had their s c o r e s  

sent to the c o l le g e  as part of their  application  but did not en ro ll .  The 

pattern o f  c o r re la t io n s  is quite s im ila r  to that shown in Table  2.

T h ese  resu lts  s trong ly  im ply  that the c h a r a c te r is t ic s  of a c o l l e g e 's

o
A  table showing these co r re la t io n s  is p resen ted  in the Appendix.
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student body are  d eterm ined  m o r e  by who applies  than by the 

c o l l e g e 's  se le c t io n  p r o c e s s .

D is cu s s io n

The resu lts  shown in Table  2 perta in  to two questions :

(1) Who goes  to a tw o -y e a r  rather than a f o u r -y e a r  c o l le g e  and

(2) What kind o f  student goes  to variou s  types of tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s ?  

The resu lts  pertinent to the f i r s t  of these questions  show that 

students at tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s  tend to be le s s  able a ca d e m ica l ly  

than their p e e r s  in f o u r -y e a r  c o l le g e s ,  both on the A C T  test and

on high sch oo l GPA. H ow ever, at tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s  students vary  

m o r e  in a ca d em ic  talent than do students at f o u r -y e a r  c o l le g e s .

T h ese  findings support e a r l ie r  resu lts  (Seibel, 1965; C oo ley , 1966; 

Hoyt & Munday, 1966). Students at tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s  a lso  had 

few er  n o n -a c a d e m ic  a cco m p lish m e n ts  (except in art) than did fo u r -  

y e a r  co l le g e  students. In short, tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s  tend to have 

le s s  talented students than f o u r -y e a r  c o l le g e s  have, r e g a r d le s s  

o f  how talent is defined.

Students entering a jun ior  c o l le g e  a re  in fluenced  m o r e  by 

p r a c t ica l  con s idera t ion s  and le s s  by in te llectual o r  s o c ia l  em phasis  

in ch oos in g  their c o l le g e .  S im ila r ly ,  they are  m o re  co n ce rn e d  w ith 

the instrum ental value of c o l le g e  fo r  a h igher in com e  and le s s  

con cern ed  with p e rso n a l  intellectual developm ent. A s  w e would 

expect, they tend to a sp ire  to le s s  than a B. A . d e g re e  and to r e je c t



graduate training as a goal. S im ila r ly ,  they intend to m a jo r  in

bu s in ess ,  a g r icu ltu re ,  or  f ie ld s  not included in a l i s t  m o r e

4suitable fo r  students at f o u r -y e a r  c o l le g e s ,  and they are  le s s  in terested  

in the hum anities, s c ie n ce ,  o r  the s o c ia l  s c ie n ce s .  E xcept  fo r  

in te r co l le g ia te  ath let ics ,  they have le s s  expectation  of partic ipating  

in e x tr a c u r r icu la r  a c t iv it ie s .  The exception  m ay resu lt ,  in part, 

f r o m  the grow ing  tendency of f o u r -y e a r  c o l le g e s  to requ est  a c a d e m 

ica l ly  m arg in a l athletes to go to a tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e  fo r  a yea r  or 

two and then tra n s fe r  to the f o u r -y e a r  sch oo l.

T o  su m m a rize  this pattern, tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s  attract  p ragm atic  

students seeking vocation a l training; they a re  le s s  a ttractive  to 

talented students who are  in te llectua lly  and a ca d e m ica l ly  or iented , 

w ho plan a d e g re e  in one o f  the traditional su b ject  a re a s ,  and who 

exp ect  to take part in a w ide v a r ie ty  o f  a ct iv it ies  in c o l le g e .

F r o m  this pattern one m ight guess  that the student attending a 

tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e  is l ik e ly  to be the f i r s t  in his fam ily  to attend 

c o l le g e  and that fo r  h im  c o l le g e  is p r im a r i ly  an instrum ent o f  s o c ia l  

m ob il ity .

W e do not, how ever , intend a d isparag ing  judgm ent o f  tw o -y e a r  

c o l le g e s .  T w o -y e a r  c o l le g e s  typ ica lly  have d ifferen t  goals  than 

f o u r -y e a r  c o l le g e s ,  and these goa ls  em phasize  opportunity fo r  all,

^The l is t  has been m o d if ie d  recen tly  to include m o re  f ie lds  
suitable fo r  students at tw o -y e a r  institutions.



-1 4 -

techn ica l p reparation , and a d iv e rs ity  of su b ject  m atter .  The 

c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  students attending tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s  a re  quite 

con s isten t  with these goa ls .  In other w o rd s ,  tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s  

appear  to be p e r fo rm in g  their intended function in A m e r ic a n  h igher 

education rather w ell .

When only jun ior  c o l le g e s  a re  con s id e re d ,  a num ber o f  other 

findings e m e rg e .  The student attending a high s co r in g  c o l le g e  

on the P rivate  C ontrol F a cto r  earned  re la t ive ly  high grades  in 

high sch oo l  and ach ieved  in a num ber of n o n -a c a d e m ic  a re a s .  In 

choos ing  a co l le g e ,  he w as m o r e  in fluenced by in te llectual or  

s o c ia l  con s idera t ion s  and le s s  by p r a c t ica l  m atters  than other jun ior  

c o l le g e  students. He a s p ire s  to advanced train ing, hopes to d eve lop  

his mind, and is  l e s s  in terested  in h igher in co m e  as a goal in 

attending co l le g e .  He exp ects  to p artic ip ate  in a num ber o f  e x tr a 

c u r r ic u la r  a c t iv it ie s .  He is l e s s  l ik e ly  to c o m e  f r o m  a suburb, 

o r  f r o m  a m idd le  in com e  background.

A s im ila r  pattern was found fo r  the C on ventiona lism  fa ctor .  

Students at high s co r in g  c o l le g e s  on this fa c tor  a lso  had high 

g rad es ,  had n o n - c la s s r o o m  accom p lish m en ts  in a num ber o f  a re a s ,  

and em p h as ized  s o c ia l  con s id era t ion s  but d eem p h asized  p r a c t ic a l  

m atters  in ch oos in g  a c o l le g e .  C om p ared  to students at c o l le g e s  

high on P r iva te  C ontrol, h ow ever ,  they w e r e  m o r e  like ly  to com e  

f r o m  a fa r m  or  low in com e  background.
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S om e s im ila r it ie s  to this pattern w e re  a lso  found for  the High 

C ost fa c to r .  On this fa c to r ,  how ever , students at high s co r in g  

c o l le g e s  m ay be " u n d e r a c h ie v e r s , "  fo r  they have h igher A C T  

s c o r e s  but lo w e r  grad es .  They a lso  have fe w e r  n o n - c la s s r o o m  

a cco m p lis h m e n ts .  Students at High Cost c o l le g e s  em phasized  

in te llectual con s id era t ion s  in ch oos in g  a co l le g e ,  a sp ired  to m o r e  

than a jun ior  c o l le g e  d eg ree ,  and hoped fo r  intellectual deve lopm ent 

during c o l le g e .  Unlike students at s ch oo ls  high on P r ivate  Control 

o r  C onventionalism , how ever , they a re  m o r e  lik e ly  to be f r o m  a 

suburban, m idd le  in com e  background.

The o v e ra l l  d e sc r ip t io n  o f  students attending c o l le g e s  high on 

one or  m o r e  of these three fa c to rs  has many s im ila r it ie s  to the 

d e scr ip t io n  o f  students attending f o u r -y e a r  c o l le g e s .  C o lleg es  

s co r in g  high on these fa c to r s ,  th e r e fo r e ,  m ay re se m b le  fo u r -y e a r  

c o l le g e s  m o re  than do other tw o -y e a r  institutions.

The student attending c o l le g e s  high on T e ch n o lo g ica l  S p ec ia liza tion  

is l ik e ly  to have low grad es  and few n o n - c la s s r o o m  accom p lish m en ts .  

He puts le s s  em phasis  on in te llectual deve lopm ent and has few er  

expectations  of e x t r a c u r r icu la r  partic ipation . He is m o r e  likely  

to plan to study adm in istration , s c ie n ce ,  o r  ag r icu ltu re  and le s s  

lik e ly  to study s o c ia l  s c ie n ce  o r  bu s in ess . He is m o r e  like ly  to 

c o m e  f r o m  a suburb and le s s  like ly  to c o m e  f r o m  a low in com e 

fa m ily .  In short, he is p ra gm a tica l ly  or ien ted  and has little



in terest  in a ca d e m ic  o r  cultural a c t iv it ie s .

L arge  c o l le g e s  have student bod ies  with m o r e  va r ia b il ity  in 

a ca d e m ic  potential and fe w e r  n o n -c la s s  r o o m  a cco m p lish m e n ts  than 

do other tw o -y e a r  c o l le g e s .  Students a re  frequently  co n ce rn e d  with 

in te llectual deve lopm ent o r  vocationa l training, and they a re  le s s  

like ly  to have been in fluenced by advice  in choos ing  their  c o l le g e .  

Students frequently  plan to study m e d ica l  f ie ld s ,  a rts  and hum anities, 

o r  a f ie ld  not included in the l is t  o f m a jo r s - - n o  doubt, partly  

b eca u se  such m a jo r s  are  p rov id ed  m o r e  often at la rg e  s ch o o ls .

They a re  le s s  like ly  to plan partic ipation  in e x t r a c u r r icu la r  a ct iv it ie s .  

This may be a r e a l is t ic  expectation  re lated  to the num ber o f  " b e h a v 

io r a l  settings" (B ark er  & Gump, 1964) availab le  to individual students 

at big c o l le g e s .  F ina lly ,  students a r t  m o r e  like ly  to c o m e  f r o m  

urban, re la t ive ly  high in com e  fa m il ie s .

The resu lts  f o r  the T r a n s fe r  E m phasis  fa c to r  a re  som ew hat 

d isappointing becau se  one might expect  many s ign ificant co r re la t io n s  

between this fa c to r  and som e  student c h a r a c te r is t ic s .  H ow ever, 

only two co r re la t io n s  g rea ter  than . 20 w e r e  obtained, indicating 

that students at c o l le g e s  with high s c o r e s  on T r a n s fe r  E m phasis  

va ry  m o r e  in a ca d e m ic  potential and are  m o re  like ly  to a s p ire  

sp e c i f ica l ly  to the B. A . d e g re e  than do students e lse w h e re .  In 

the fa c to r  ana lys is ,  T r a n s fe r  E m phasis  w as a w e ll  defined fa c to r ,  

but it involved  tra n s fe r  by graduates o f  high s co r in g  c o l le g e s
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ra ther  than by entering students at the c o l le g e s .  It m ay be, 

t h e r e fo r e ,  that the co l le g e  e x p e r ie n ce  is m o re  im portant than 

student c h a r a c te r is t ic s  in d eterm in in g  tran s fer  rates .

The o v e ra l l  re su lts ,  then, ind icate  that student c h a r a c te r is t ic s  

cova ry  in in teresting  w ays with the c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  the c o l le g e  

env ironm ent; the pattern of varia tion  is m eaningful; and fo r  the 

m o s t  part the pattern is con s isten t  with the interpretation  given 

the env ironm enta l m e a su re s  in e a r l ie r  studies. These  con c lu s ion s  

a re  true only in a v e ry  broad  sense , how ever , fo r  the absolute 

m agnitude of m ost  o f  the co r re la t io n s  is m odera te  to low . T h e re fo r e ,  

the env ironm enta l fa c to r  s c o r e s  a re  not, and w e re  not intended to 

be, a sa t is fa c to ry  substitute f o r  a deta iled  d e scr ip t io n  o f  the 

student body.

?
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A P P E N D IX





Table A

C o rre la t io n  o f  Junior C ollege  C h a ra c te r is t ics  
with Student Body C h a r a c te r is t ic s  fo r  "N o n -E n r o l le d "  Students

F a cto r  S c o r e s  (N = 102)
Atdg. Two P r i .  Con. Tech . S ize Conven. T ran s . H. Cost

__________________________ Y ear  C oll,  (Cult. A ff.  ) Spec.____________ (Age) Emph, (Bus. O r .)
A C T  C om posite  (N = 281)

Mean -22 -08 16 02 -11 07 09
S. D. 12 -07 12 20 -07 07 11

High S ch oo l GPA
Mean -54 -19 -31 -03 24 -01 -34

N o n -C la s s .  A c c o m p .
S c ien ce -19 * 09 17 -28 05 -07 09
A rt 08 14 -09 09 -16 -04 33
W riting -41 27 -44 -30 14 03 -20
L ea dersh ip -48 33 -20 -32 2 6 -08 -25
M u sic -26 23 -31 -11 13 -01 -20
D ram a -27 36 -42 -27 29 -02 -37

Influ. on C hoice  
o f  C o llege

Intell. Emph. -45 09 -08 -16 -04 00 13
P r a c t ica l i ty 35 -47 22 08 -47 06 22
A d v ice  o f  O thers 02 -02 -08 -26 -04 -23 09
S oc ia l  Emph. -20 21 -01 -04 25 04 -14

Educ. A sp ira t ion
L e ss  than B. A. 60 00 -28 -15 2 6 -12 -34
B. A. -37 -08 17 -01 - 2 6 14 33
M o r e  than B. A . -39 05 19 21 -12 03 24

P r im a r y  Goal
in Atdg. Coll.

D eve lop  Mind -32 10 -11 -09 -10 08 27
V oc .  Trng . 05 02 04 11 -02 -11 -06
H igher Inc. 

Intnd. M a jor
39 -19 20 -04 13 11 -24

S oc . Sci. -34 14 -42 -25 -03 00 04
Adm in . 09 -07 29 03 -22 08 40
B u siness 44 -01 -17 05 06 -09 03
S c ie n ce -34 -25 21 -06 -23 01 12
A g r ic . 20 00 45 01 03 -02 -12
M ed ica l -09 -02 01 23 03 -03 -10
A rts  8c Humanities -18 03 -07 27 00 03 03
Other 49 -07 16 11 03 00 -06
U ndecided 20 -12 00 -10 24 03 -35



Table A (cont. )

Atdg. Tw o P r i .  Con. 
Y ear  Coll. (Cult. A ff .  )

Tech .
Spec.

S ize Conven.
(Age)

T rans. 
Emph.

H. Co 
(Bus.

E x tr a -C u r r .  Plans
In te r -C o ll .  Ath. 18 05 29 -12 -23 00 33
In tra -M u ra l Ath. 02 08 33 -13 -14 -07 45
M u sic -25 25 -51 -31 13 14 -13
W riting -22 13 -29 -16 -13 00 08
Stu. Govern. -41 26 -32 -26 02 -11 16
S c ien ce  Clubs -16 16 14 -25 -04 -09 13
Debate -11 09 -13 -29 -21 03 13
A cting -17 22 -44 -25 08 -13 -03
Dept. Clubs -49 26 -27 -01 25 -09 06

Background
H om e Com m unity

F a rm 14 21 -19 -27 33 -07 - 56
Suburb -03 -25 20 07 -30 10 62
Central City -22 05 -01 28 -07 01 -01

Incom e
0-7499 00 04 -13 -23 09 01 -26
7500-14999 -02 -24 40 2 6 -2 9 10 50
1 5000 and up -01 07 21 30 -08 13 27
Confidential 18 14 06 -07 -05 -13 17
D on 't  Know -03 17 -45 -18 29 -14 -45

Note. - -W h e r e N = 281, r 0 5 = ^  and r 01 .1 5 ;  w here  N = 102, 4 o u
i II

and tqi = . 25. A ll d ec im a l p la ces  have been om itted  in table.
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This re p o rt  is the twentieth in a s e r ie s  published by the R e s e a r c h  
and D evelopm ent D iv is ion  o f  A m e r ic a n  C o lleg e  Testing  P ro g ra m . R ep orts  
a re  published and m ailed  f r e e  o f  ch arge  to ed u cators  and other in terested  
p e r s o n s  who have asked  to be on the sp e c ia l  r e s e a r c h  re p o rt  m ailing  list .

The r e s e a r c h  r e p o r ts  have been deposited  w ith the A m e r ic a n  D o c u 
m entation  Institute, AD I A u x il ia ry  Publications  P r o je c t ,  Photoduplication  
S e r v ic e ,  L ib ra ry  o f  C o n g re ss ,  W ashington 25, D. C. (ADI D ocum ent 
n u m bers  and p r ic e s  a re  given below . ) Prin ted  cop ies  may be obtained 
f r e e  f r o m  the R e s e a r c h  and D evelop m en t D iv is ion , A m e r ic a n  C ollege  
Testing  P r o g ra m , P h otocop ies  and 35 m m . m ic r o f i lm s  m ay be obtained 
at co s t  f r o m  AD I by citing ADI D ocum ent num ber. A dvance  paym ent is 
requ ired .  Make ch ecks  o r  m oney o r d e r s  payable to: Chief, P h o to 
duplication  S e r v ic e ,  L ib ra ry  of C o n g re ss .

R e p o r ts  in the s e r ie s  a re :

*N o. 1 A D e scr ip t io n  o f  A m e r ic a n  C ollege  F re sh m e n , by C. Abe,
J. L. Holland, Sandra W. Lutz, & J. M. R ich a rd s ,  Jr.
(ADI D oc . 8554; photo, $8. 75; m ic r o f i lm ,  $3. 00)

*No. 2 A c a d e m ic  and N o n -a c a d e m ic  A c c o m p l is h m e n t : C orre la ted
or  U n c o r re la te d ? by J. L. Holland, & J. M. R ich a rd s ,  Jr.
(ADI D oc .  8555; photo, $ 3 .7 5 ;  m ic r o f i lm ,  $ 2 ,0 0 )

No. 3 A  D e scr ip t io n  o f  C o lleg e  F re sh m e n : I. Students with D if 
fe re n t  C h o ices  o f  M a jo r  F ie ld , by C. A be , & J. L. Holland
(ADI D oc. 8556; photo, $ 7 .5 0 ;  m ic r o f i lm ,  $ 2 .7 5 )

*No. 4 _A D e scr ip t io n  o f  C o lleg e  F re sh m e n : II. Students with D i f 
fe ren t  V ocationa l C h o ic e s , by C. A be , & J. L. Holland
(ADI D oc .  8557; photo, $7. 50; m ic r o f i lm ,  $2. 75)

*No. 5 A D e scr ip t io n  o f  Junior C o l le g e s , by J. M. R ich a rd s ,  J r . ,
L o rra in e  M. Rand, & L. P. Rand 
(ADI D o c .  8558; photo, $ 3 .7 5 ;  m ic r o f i lm ,  $ 2 .0 0 )

*No. 6. C om parative  P re d ic t iv e  V a lid it ies  o f  the A m e r ic a n  C ollege
T e s ts  and Tw o Other S ch o la s t ic  Aptitude T e s t s , by L. Munday 
(ADI D oc .  8559; photo, $2. 50; m ic r o f i lm ,  $1. 75)

*No. 7 The R elationsh ip  Between C ollege  G rades  and Adult
A c h ie v e m e n t . A  Review  o f the L ite r a tu r e , by D. P. Hoyt 
(ADI D oc. 8632; photo, $7. 50; m ic r o f i lm ,  $2. 75)

This r e p o r t  now availab le  only f r o m  ADI.
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* A  F a cto r  A n a lys is  of Student 1'E xp lanations '1 o f  T h e ir
C hoice  o f  a C o l le g e , by J. M. R ich a rd s ,  Jr . , & J. L. Holland
(ADI D oc. 8633; photo, $ 3 .7 5 ;  m ic r o f i lm ,  $ 2 .0 0 )

9 R eg ional D i f fe re n ce s  in Junior C o l le g e s , by J. M. R ich a rd s ,
Jr . , L. P. Rand, & L o rra in e  M. Rand
(ADI D oc .  8743; photo, $2. 50; m ic r o f i lm ,  $1. 75)

10 A c a d e m ic  D e scr ip t io n  and P re d ic t io n  in Junior C o l le g e s , by 
D. P. Hoyt & L. Munday
(ADI D oc. 8856; photo, $3. 75; m ic r o f i lm ,  $2. 00)

11 The A s s e s s m e n t  of Student A c c o m p lish m e n t  in C o llege ,  by
J. M. R ich a rd s ,  J r .  , J. L. Holland, & Sandra W. Lutz
(ADI D oc. 8955; photo, $ 3 .7 5 ;  m ic r o f i lm ,  $ 2 .0 0 )

12 A c a d e m ic  and N o n -a c a d e m ic  A c c o m p lish m e n t  in a R e p r e 
sentative Sam ple taken f r o m  a_ Population o f  612, 000 , by 
J. L. Holland, h J. M. R ic h a r d s , Jr.
(ADI D oc .  8992; photo, $3. 75; m ic r o f i lm ,  $2. 00)

13 The P re d ic t io n  o f  Student A c c o m p lish m e n t  in C o l le g e , by
J. M. R ich a rd s ,  Jr . , J. L. Holland, & Sandra W. Lutz
(ADI D oc .  9020; photo, $5. 00; m ic r o f i lm ,  $2. 25)

14 Changes in S e lf -R a t in gs  and Life  Goals A m on g  Students
at C o l leg es  w ith D ifferen t  C h a r a c te r is t ic s ,  by R. W. Skager,
J. L. Holland, & L. A . B raskam p
(ADI D oc. 9069; photo, $3. 75; m ic r o f i lm ,  $2. 00)

15 Can C om puters  W rite  C ollege  A d m is s io n s  T e s t s ?, by J. M. 
R ich a rd s ,  Jr .
(ADI D o c .  9174; photo, $2. 50; m ic r o f i lm ,  $1. 75)

16 Changes in S e lf -R atin gs  and Life  Goals a_s R ela ted  to 
Student A c c o m p lish m e n t  m C o llege ,  by R. W. Skager

L. A . B raskam p 
(ADI D oc . 9214; photo, $ 2 .5 0 ;  m ic r o f i lm ,  $ 1 .7 5 )

17 F a m ily  Incom e and the C h a r a c te r is t ic s  of C o lleg e  -B o u n d 
Students, by L. L. Ba ird
(ADI D oc. 9378; photo, $ 3 .7 5 ;  m ic r o f i lm ,  $ 2 .0 0 )

18 P red ic t in g  a Student1 s V ocationa l C h oice , by J. L. Holland 
& Sandra W. Lutz
(ADI D oc .  9433; photo, $ 2 .5 0 ;  m ic r o f i lm ,  $ 1 .7 5 )

19 The Educational Goals of C o l le g e -B o u n d  Youth, by L. L. B a ird  
(ADI D oc .  9472; photo, $ 5 .0 0 ;  m ic r o f i lm ,  $ 2 .2 5 )
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