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Monitoring Student Growth

Improving Curriculum

Applying Best Practices for Preparation

Planning for the Future
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Agenda



Watch the video  

A Welcome From Our CEO

https://youtu.be/fYDENqxhyrU


Guide students’ pathway to college and 
career success

UNDERSTANDING 
READINESS



Our Mission

Helping People 
Achieve 

Education and 
Workplace Success



Trusted Points of Reference



ACT National Curriculum Survey®

• Is conducted every 3-5 years by ACT.

• Includes sample survey of nearly 
10,000 educators and industry leaders.

• Shows skills and knowledge taught at 
each grade level.

• Collects data about what entering 
college students should know and be 
able to do to be ready for college-level 
coursework.

• Incorporates consultation with 
content area experts.



ACT College and Career Readiness Standards

• Communicate learning 
goals and expectations. 

• Relate test scores to skills 
needed in high school 
and beyond. 

• Understand the 
increasing complexity of 
skills needed across score 
ranges in English, 
mathematics, reading, 
science, and writing. ACT College and Career Readiness 

Standards

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/college-and-career-readiness/standards.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/college-and-career-readiness/standards.html


ACT College and Career Readiness Benchmarks

Subject Scores* First-Year College Course

English 18 English Composition

Math 22 College Algebra

Reading 22 Social Sciences

Science 23 Biology

ELA 20 English Composition and Social Sciences

STEM 26 Calculus, Chemistry, Biology, Physics, 
and Engineering

*The ACT College Readiness Benchmarks are the ACT scores that represent the level of achievement required 
for students to have a 50% chance of obtaining a B or higher or about a 75-80% chance of obtaining a C or 
higher in corresponding credit-bearing courses. 
Source: ACT College Readiness Benchmarks

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/college-and-career-readiness/benchmarks.html


Understanding Standards and Benchmark Readiness

College readiness means 
meeting benchmarks.
• Success in credit-bearing, 

first-year courses.
• Two- or four-year college, 

trade school, technical school, 
or military.

• Without needing to take 
remedial courses.

Career readiness requires 
knowledge and skills 
comparable to those expected 
of a first-year college student.
• Our goal is to prepare and 

educate all students 
according to a common 
academic expectation that 
prepares them for 
postsecondary education and 
the workforce.



ACT is committed to a future where 20.2 
million more learners are ready for 
postsecondary and work opportunities by 
2032. 

We are focused forward in 2024-26 on 
delivering on this vision through ACT 
enhancements that improve the testing 
experience for students and educators.
 

Enhancements to the ACT Test
Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 



As ACT releases 
enhancements, our goal 
has been to preserve the 
validity, reliability and 
predictive ability of the 
ACT test that 
stakeholders have 
depended on for 65 years.

Enhancements to the ACT Test
Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 

Why are we changing?

• To enhance the testing 
experience for students and 
educators. 

• To adapt to the evolving 
needs of our stakeholders. 

• To offer learners, schools and 
districts greater choice and 
flexibility.



Enhancements to the ACT Test
Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 



ACT National 
Enhancements Video

Enhancements to the ACT Test
Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 

https://share.act.org/watch/vSdAJzGX8fZ27T7EC5WeXJ?
https://share.act.org/watch/vSdAJzGX8fZ27T7EC5WeXJ?
https://share.act.org/watch/vSdAJzGX8fZ27T7EC5WeXJ?


Enhancements to the ACT Test

ACT National Test benefits: Starting with April 2025 online test:
• Fewer items and shorter passages provide more time for students to 

answer questions.
• Testing time is shorter, about two hours.
• Students can choose to take the science section for additional flexibility.
• The Composite score using the new English, math, and reading calculation 

will provide the same validity, reliability, and predictably that students and 
educators have depended on for 65 years.

• Starting in September 2025, the enhancements will be available for the 
National paper  and international tests.

Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 



Enhancements to the ACT Test
Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 

Benefits to State & District Testing:
• Composite score using the new English, math, and reading 
calculation starts September 2025.

• Enhancements including the science choice start with Spring 2026 
testing windows.

• Flexibility to give subject tests on different days also begins Spring 
2026.



Enhancements to the ACT Test

What is not changing?
• The ACT scale will remain 1-36 as 

it has been for 35 years.
• Scores from tests taken prior to 

the rollout of the new 
Composite score will not 
change.

• Ability to predict success in first 
year college credit-bearing 
courses will not change.

• Both paper/pencil and online 
test options will continue to be 
available.

Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 



Enhancements to the ACT Test: Timeline
Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 

April 2025
ACT National Online 

Only 
(Science choice begins)

Sept 2025
ACT National Paper 

& International
Updated Composite 

Score for All ACT 
Tests

Spring 2026
State & District Spring 

2026 Testing 

For complete details, visit act.org/actenhancements 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-changes/enhancements.html


Enhancements to the ACT Test: Superscores

What is an ACT 
Superscore?
• A Superscore is the 

average of your student’s 
best scores from each 
subject from multiple test 
attempts. 

• A Superscore is never 
lower than a single 
composite score.

Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 



Enhancements to the ACT Test: Superscores

How will ACT Superscores Work?
• Starting in April 2025, students choosing to 

take the National online test will have their 
ACT Superscores calculated using the new 
English, math, reading method. 

• For all other students, this transition to the 
English, math, reading calculation will occur in 
September 2025. 

• We will continue to report the highest score 
for each subject along with the date the test 
was taken, but the composite score will now 
be based on the new simplified English, math, 
reading calculation.

Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 



Connected Assessments and Tools



ACT® WorkKeys® Skill Reports



Social and Emotional Skills Predict Readiness



encourageme.com/edu
cators

myOptions® Encourage®

https://encourageme.com/for-educators/
https://encourageme.com/for-educators/


A Holistic Approach to Education Improves Outcomes



Create a comprehensive assessment system

MONITORING STUDENT 
GROWTH



Why Is It Important?

Monitoring student growth:
• Helps create a comprehensive assessment system.
• Validates research on college readiness standards, 

benchmarks, and assessments.
• Provides a view of student progress over time. 
• Supports educators in finding and using assessment 

insights.



Predicting future success

Research-validated 
Insights



Taking PreACT Leads to Success on the ACT

Students Who Take PreACT® Have Higher Average ACT 
Scores

Source:  PreACT®-Tested Students in the 2023 ACT®- Tested Graduating Class: A Summary of Performance and Growth

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/R2329-PreACT-Tested-Students-in-the-2023-ACT-Tested-Graduating-Class-11-2023.pdf


PreACT® & ACT® Predict AP Exam Success

Sources: 
Radunzel, J., & Allen, J. (2020). PreACT and ACT test scores associated with AP exam success. Retrieved from 
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/R1839-preact-act-ap-secured.pdf
Radunzel, J., & Allen, J. (2020). Predicting success on Advanced Placement exams using ACT Aspire, PreACT, and ACT test scores. Retrieved from 
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/R1835-predicting-success-AP.pdf

PreACT 8/9, PreACT, and the ACT can be used to identify students who are 
academically prepared for AP courses in high school.

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/R1839-preact-act-ap-secured.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/R1835-predicting-success-AP.pdf


High SEL Skills Correlate to Higher ACT Test Scores

Source: Anguiano-Carrasco, C., McVey, J., & Burrus, J. (2022). Examining the relationship between social and emotional skills and ACT 
Composite scores. ACT. 



Source: Social and Emotional Skills Predict Postsecondary Enrollment

Mosaic Readiness Index Levels Correlate to Success

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/2022/R2287-SE-Skills-Predict-Postsecondary-Enrollment-11-2022.pdf


Research Shows Score Gains with Retesting

Key research findings:
• Average score gains were modest (about 1 score point).
• Score gains increase with more time between tests.
• Higher-achieving students tend to have larger score gains.
• Differences in score gains across demographic groups are small 

but consistent with longstanding achievement gaps.
• ACT scores tend to increase with additional retesting, but there 

are diminishing returns.
• ACT Superscore gains are substantially larger than ACT 

Composite score gains.

Source: Six Things You Should Know About ACT Score Gains from Retesting, Jeff Allen, ACT.



Practice Makes Perfect (Literally!)

“ I got a 26 as a seventh 
grader and there was a lot 
of encouragement from my 
family [who] saw that that 
was a high score. They 
knew I could go further 
with more education, so 
that level of 
encouragement and 
benchmarking was really 
important.”
  Noah Janke

 
Watch the video interview.

Noah earned a 26 on the ACT in 7th grade, 
and two perfect scores of 36 in high 
school.

https://leadershipblog.act.org/2024/05/college-journey-video.html


Identifying learning gaps and 
intervention needs before high school

Monitoring Student 
Data Longitudinally



Planning Early for Success – PreACT 8/9, PreACT



Predicted Scores and Progress Toward NCRC



Reporting Categories



Scale Score Ranges for College Readiness Indicators



Using online reporting, 
reports, and data Insights

Support Student 
Growth



Online Reporting Portal

Note: Request access to the data from your school’s trusted agent.

https://success.act.org

https://success.act.org/


Online Reporting Portal: Student Level Data

2

4
3

1



Online Reporting Portal: School Level Data

21

4

3



New! Online Dashboard Coming January 2025

Capabilities:
Data Visualization – Dynamic and 
customizable interface with filters and 
graphs.
Ease-of-Use - Searchable field to locate 
student records and quick access 
buttons to engage in Roster, 
Organizational and Student data.
School & District Performance – 
Longitudinal view of performance for all 
schools & districts in a state.
Comprehensive - Enables cross-product 
and longitudinal views and insights.
Time Management – Provide 
notifications when new scores are added.

Overview:
The Insights Readiness Dashboard is an interactive 
reporting dashboard that provides district-level 
educators with a comprehensive and analytic view 
of student data to determine success, interventions, 
and next steps. 

Users can access PreACT and ACT data in a single 
view and produce rosters and reports for student 
cohorts or customized groups.



Additional Data Reporting for Better Insights

Homepage
    Roster Report
    Student Overview
    Reports 
…and much more!

1

3
2

3
2
3

1

1



ACT WorkKeys Online Reports Portal: Skill Reports

21

ACT WorkKeys Online Reports Portal User Guide

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACTWorkKeys-OnlineReportsPortalUserGuide.pdf


Mosaic by ACT Social Emotional Learning Dashboard

SEL 
Dashboard: 
What You 
Need to 
Know

https://share.act.org/watch/6KezrKL5RwuNLmhyDNJ8KC?
https://share.act.org/watch/6KezrKL5RwuNLmhyDNJ8KC?
https://share.act.org/watch/6KezrKL5RwuNLmhyDNJ8KC?
https://share.act.org/watch/6KezrKL5RwuNLmhyDNJ8KC?
https://share.act.org/watch/6KezrKL5RwuNLmhyDNJ8KC?


http://encourageme.com/edu
cators

myOptions Encourage® Aggregate and Student Reports

1 2

3

http://encourageme.com/educators
http://encourageme.com/educators


Are You Maximizing Your Data?

“We’re all in on data and 
insights! We’ve got this 

down!”

Which group best describes your school or 
district?

“We’re not doing enough 
with our data to feel like it’s 

working for us.”

How are you using your data and insights?



Use aggregate and individual data for 
systemwide progress

IMPROVING 
CURRICULUM



Mapping ACT Standards Against District 
Curriculum: English



ACT® College and Career Readiness Standards™

A progression of learning for readiness!

act.org/standa
rds

Mapping ACT Standards Against District 
Curriculum: Math

http://www.act.org/standards
http://www.act.org/standards


Aligning curriculum for district, 
school and student success

Customer Success Story



Facing Challenges, Finding Solutions in Helena, MT

• Challenges:
o How to measure student readiness for college?
o How to create a plan for student growth?

• Other Issues:
o Teacher preferences often dictated course topics.
o Without data, difficult to discuss curriculum 

changes.
o No common language to determine readiness or 

curriculum improvements.

• Solution:
o The ACT administered to all high school juniors.
o District adopted ACT-recommended course 

patterns.

• Results:
o District made data-informed curriculum 

improvements. 
o Staff aligned on measuring readiness and growth.
o Percentage of students meeting or exceeding ACT 

subject-specific benchmarks increased in 4 years.

Subject
ACT 

Benchmark
% Achieving 

Year 1
% Achieving 

Year 4
English 18 63% 69%

Math 22 38% 50%

Science 23 44% 46%

Reading 22 33% 40%

Note: Percentages show percent of students meeting or exceeding benchmarks.



Helping Students Succeed and Grow

“The school’s staff are all 
speaking the same language. 
For students not meeting 
benchmarks, an intense review 
of students’ results assists us in 
informing instruction.” 
Greg Upham, assistant superintendent, 
Helena Public School District, Montana

Read the full story here.

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/helena-case-study.pdf


Accelerate school improvement and 
student growth

BEST PRACTICES FOR 
PREPARATION



Proprietary test prep for 
school leaders

ACT® Online Prep



Three Components of Successful Test Prep

Content reinforcement

Test familiarization

Testing strategies

act.org/aop

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/act-online-prep-schools.html


Authentic ACT Test Prep

Actual ACT content:

• Two full-length tests

• AI-scored writing essays

• Four short-form subject tests

• More than 2,400 test 

questions



Use AOP in 
subject-
specific 
courses

Use AOP 
in an ACT 
test prep 
course

Ways to Implement AOP



AOP Student Dashboard Study Plan



Embedded in courses

Daily Weekly Biweekly Monthly
Bellringers: 

Exercises that 
should only take 5 

minutes

1 day a week for 
approximately 20 

minutes 

Two times a 
month each 20-30 

minutes 

One time a month 
take a full class 

period

AOP for Subject-Specific Course: Math 



Schools that have had the MOST success in improving their 
students’ scores on the ACT: 

Source: Test Prep In Schools with State and District Testing

Use DATA for 
instructional 

decision-making.

Increase AWARENESS 
of the capabilities of 

ACT Online Prep.

BALANCE timing of 
instruction to optimize 

engagement and 
learning.

Tailor 
instruction 
to students’ 

NEEDS.

EVALUATE test 
preparation 
initiatives for 
effectiveness.

Focus on 
content AND 

test-taking 
strategies.

INTEGRATE 
methods to 

improve student 
engagement.

Research Supports the Efficacy of AOP

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/R1806-ed-test-prep-insights-2020-05.pdf


Professional development to 
support teacher confidence 
and district preparedness

Helping Educators 
Help Their Students



What is ACT Instructional Mastery (AIM)?

• Typically, 2 days, 12-14 hours .
o In-person – consecutive days.
o Web-based – more flexibility.

• Subject-specific deep dives .

• Designed to improve ACT preparatory Instruction.

• Capped at 30 participants /course.

• Trainers  include ACT test writers.

• Culminates in 30-minute Knowledge Check, with badges awarded 
to participants passing the assessment.

• 96% would recommend to others: survey responses.

Visit AIM Website

Note: AIM workshops are offered by ACT at specific times during the year, or they can be scheduled by a 
school/district for their staff. See website for details. 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/act-instructional-mastery.html


How AIM Benefits to Schools and Districts

Gain a better understanding of the ACT test and learn evidence-based ways to improve 
instruction of ACT preparation.Gain

Provide a methodology to offer quality ACT test preparation for all students, supporting equity 
and access.Provide

Learn teaching strategies that advance students’ abilities to successfully master the core 
academic skills needed for college success.Learn

Bring outsourced test prep programs in house at the school/district level for potential savings.Bring

Build knowledge and confidence for educators.Build



What Customers Are Saying About AIM
“Very helpful and useful information. I like that we were instructed by someone actually 
writing the English section. Very knowledgeable.” (AIM English)

“This information is so useful for students! Many students fear standardized tests and do not 
know these strategies! The strategies alone could bump score[s] up!” (AIM Math)

“Without a doubt, I'd recommend this course to other educators due to the density of the 
content and method of instruction. I've completed other AIM courses, and I plan to seek 
certification in all things ACT.” (AIM Reading)”

“Absolutely! It has been a game changer for me. It has been 40 years since I have taken the 
ACT. I needed this training to help me understand how to help my students score their best 
and more importantly be better able to interpret tables and graphs efficiently.” (AIM Science)

“…the training gives insight into how to teach students to write not only for ACT, but also 
in general. I also believe that the best way to learn about the test is from the test maker.” (AIM 
Writing)

“I’m happy I took time to come to this training. It is time away from my students, but I know 
I’m returning with some valuable information and exercises to help them prepare for the 
ACT and improve their writing overall.” Thank you!  (AIM Writing)

Source: AIM Participant Testimonials, November 2023



Professional development and 
instructional planning 
guidance to meet your needs

Professional Services



ACT Professional Services

ACT Professional 
Services

Get highly interactive programs that engage 
educators in examining their own data and
explore strategies you can use immediately in 
PLCs, departmental meetings, and classrooms. 

Services include:

• Aligning written, tested, and taught curriculum.

• Building staff capacity with PD that meets 

standards.

• Providing research-based instructional resources.

• Strategic planning with data analysis and 

visualizations
aligning of the written, tested, and taught curriculum; building 
staff capacity with professional learning that meets nationally 
recognized standards; providing research-based instructional 
resources; and strategic planning using data analysis and 
visualizations.

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/act-professional-learning.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/act-professional-learning.html


ACT Professional Services Workshop Categories

• ACT Instructional Mastery: Help students pass the ACT test.

• Social and Emotional Learning: Support schools and districts using 
Mosaic™ by ACT® SEL products. 

• The ACT, PreACT, PreACT 8/9, and ACT Online Prep: No one 
can help educators use ACT data better than ACT! Improve student and 
school growth on ACT assessments.

• ACT WorkKeys and ACT WorkKeys Curriculum: Prepare 
students to take ACT WorkKeys assessments (i.e., NCRC); use the ACT 
WorkKeys Curriculum for individual student and school implementation.

• Teaching and Learning Best Practices: Better understand the 
ACT test, examine the ACT College and Career Readiness Standards (CCRS), 
and plan for improved student preparation and success on the ACT. 



Guide students toward postsecondary 
success

PLANNING FOR THE 
FUTURE



Career insights to guide students’ 
journeys from the PreACT and ACT 
assessments

Using Career Assessment 
Data



PreACT Reports Offer Early Insights for Career Interests

In addition to Composite 
and predictive scores, 
PreACT and PreACT 8/9 
student reports include:

• Predicted WorkKeys 
NCRC level.

• Students’ college and 
career planning results, 
including measured 
career interests and an 
Interest-Career Fit 
metric.

Note: Interest inventory available for paper 
format of PreACT 8/9 and PreACT.



Get Personalized College and Career Advice

The results from the 
Interest Inventory 
create personalized 
College Major Map 
and Career Map to 
narrow down options 
that align with 
students’ interests, 
abilities, and values. 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/students-and-parents/high-school-success/what-to-do-after-high-school.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/students-and-parents/high-school-success/what-to-do-after-high-school/explore-majors.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/students-and-parents/high-school-success/what-to-do-after-high-school/explore-careers.html


ACT Score Reports Build On Insights and Track Progress



Empowering students with 
essential workplace skills

ACT® WorkKeys and 
the National Career 
Readiness Certificate 
(NCRC)



Prepare Students for Workplace Success 

WorkKeys Assessments

Measure your students’ career-

ready skills for future success.

WorkKeys NCRC
Offer your students a nationally 

recognized credential that will get them 

noticed by employers.

WorkKeys Curriculum

Help students build essential skills 

for learning, personal development, and 

effective job performance.

WorkKeys Job Profiling

Analyze specific job tasks and link 

required skill levels to pinpoint 

benchmarks for training.



WorkKeys Assessments



National Career Readiness Certificate (NCRC) Assessment



NCRC Certifies Skills

The NCRC is awarded at four levels. Higher 
levels indicate a greater number of jobs for 
which a recipient is qualified.

• Platinum indicates the skills required for 
approximately 99% of ACT-profiled jobs.

• Gold indicates the skills required for 
approximately 93% of ACT-profiled jobs.

• Silver indicates the skills required for 
approximately 69% of ACT-profiled jobs.

• Bronze indicates the skills required for 
approximately 17% of ACT-profiled jobs.



Once testing is complete, examinees 
can earn an ACT® WorkKeys® National 
Career Readiness Certificate™ (NCRC®) 
Digital Badge.

More than 570,000 earners have used 
their badges to:
• Get noticed by employers.

• Share their digital badges on resumes and online.

• Provide employers with verification of their skills.

• Searched and applied for jobs through Credly.

• Send digital transcripts to earn college credit.

WorkKeys NCRC Digital Badges

Powered by:



WorkKeys Curriculum



ACT WorkKeys Curriculum - A Proven Tool

Convenient
It's easy to implement and can be 
accessed from any computer, tablet, 
or mobile device.

1

Effective
Each course offers end-of-level quizzes 
to check for mastery.

3

Personalized
Each course includes a pre-course 
placement screener to guide learners to 
their ideal starting point.

2

Interactive
Learners can practice skills via 
embedded, interactive components that 
cover a variety of topics.

4



ACT WorkKeys Curriculum

WorkKeys NCRC-
Aligned Courses

• Applied Math
• Graphic Literacy
• Workplace 

Documents

WorkKeys-
Aligned Courses

• Applied 
Technology

• Business Writing
• Workplace 

Observation

Essential Skills 
Courses

• Working in 
Teams

• Interpersonal & 
Business 
Communication

• Workplace 
Discipline

• Problem Solving 
& Critical 
Thinking

• Financial 
Awareness

• Customer 
Service

ACT WorkKeys 
Curriculum Course 

Outline

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/2021/ACT-WorkKeys-Curriculum-Course-Outlines.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/2021/ACT-WorkKeys-Curriculum-Course-Outlines.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/2021/ACT-WorkKeys-Curriculum-Course-Outlines.pdf


WorkKeys Job 
Profiling



Using NCRC Levels for Career Exploration 

More Than A Score: Use the 
Occupational Profile Search to 

Explore Careers and Review the 
ACT WorkKeys Profiles for the 

Careers 

http://jobprofiles.act.org/


WorkKeys/NCRC 
Skill Profiles as 
Benchmarks for 
Career and 
Academic Planning:

Career Readiness

Industry Readiness

Matching Your WorkKeys Skills to 
Jobs Activity

WorkKeys Supports Career and Academic Planning

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/act2044/viz/CareerReadinessBenchmarks/CareerReadiness?publish=yes
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/act2044/viz/IndustryReadinessBenchmarksDashboard/IndustryReadinessDashboard
https://success.act.org/s/article/Matching-Your-WorkKeys-Foundational-Skills-to-Jobs
https://success.act.org/s/article/Matching-Your-WorkKeys-Foundational-Skills-to-Jobs


Helping students achieve success

Navigating the 
College Application 
Landscape



Test Score Submission Policies Still Vary Widely

Test Submission 
Policies
Required Applicants must send standardized test scores.

Conditional Applicants are required to send standardized test scores 
UNLESS minimal conditions are met, such as GPA or class 
rank.

Recommended Applicants are encouraged to send standardized test 
scores, but they are not required.

Flexible Applicants do not need to send standardized test scores 
but must send something else in their place (e.g., send AP 
results, write an essay, do an interview).

Optional Applicants may choose to send scores, and scores are 
considered if sent, but students are not penalized if not 
sent.

Blind Scores will not be considered even if sent.



Test Scores Are Still Required in Certain Cases

Test-optional schools may require test scores when 
students:

Apply to certain programs (e.g., Nursing, Engineering, Honors).

Apply for certain scholarships or financial aid.

Have been homeschooled.

Have graduated from a non-accredited high school.



Workforce-Bound Students Benefit from Test Scores

An ACT score can help 
students explore career 

decisions based on 
how their interests 

align with their 
strengths.

These insights can 
support meaningful 
conversations with 

parents and educators 
about their futures.



ACT is More Than a College Admissions Score

• Is part of a holistic high school course selection (and placement) 
process .

• Provides valid insights based on content learned at school – 
identifies strengths and challenges.

• Counters grade subjectivity and inflation.
• Offers a career planning component linked interest, aptitudes, 

value. 
• Impacts course placement or direct admission into certain majors.
• Supports students interested in military testing (ASVAB), which is 

on par with rigor of ACT.
• Provides standards-based results that are often submitted for math, 

English, and STEM prerequisites, avoiding additional postsecondary 
placement testing.

• Gives every student the opportunity to see where they 
“benchmark.”



Planning for 
Postsecondary 
Success
Additional tools and 
resources



Enhance Students’ College Choices and Financial Aid

The ACT Educational 
Opportunity Service (EOS) 
helps match students with 
colleges and other career-
related resources aligned with 
their background and interests. 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/students-and-parents/college-planning-resources/choosing-a-college/get-your-name-in-the-game.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/students-and-parents/college-planning-resources/choosing-a-college/get-your-name-in-the-game.html


ACT Fee Waiver Program

What’s Included in the ACT Fee Waiver Program? 
• Covers basic registration fee on national test taken in junior or senior year.

• May be used for 4 administrations of the ACT.

• Allows students to send scores to 4 college choices when registering for 
the test.

• Allows unlimited free additional score reports after registration.

• Provides online results shortly after tests are scored to inform instruction.

• Includes free access to test prep.

• Free Test Information Release on these dates:

 September 2024 - Saturday testing only
 December 2024 - Saturday testing only
 February 2025 – Saturday and non-Saturday testing

ACT Fee 
Waiver 

Program

Order/Reord
er Fee 

Waivers

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/act-kaplan.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/request-a-copy-of-qa.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration/fees/fee-waivers.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration/fees/fee-waivers.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration/fees/fee-waivers.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act-educator/the-act-test.html#order-reg-materials
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act-educator/the-act-test.html#order-reg-materials
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act-educator/the-act-test.html#order-reg-materials


Official prep. ACT produces the best test prep to match its ACT test.

• Provides the only prep material with authentic practice tests.
• Helps teachers align their courses to the expectations of the ACT.
• Is based on the ACT College and Career Readiness Standards and the 

ACT test.

Test Optimal: ACT  Prep

Self-paced 
Courses

Test-prep 
Guidebooks

Live Online Courses



Free college and career planning 
program helping 20,000 educators each 
year guide students as they navigate life 
after high school.

encourageme.com/educators

https://encourageme.com/for-educators/


• Career and major matches based on 
interests which include courses to take in 
high school

• Step-by-step guidance to make achieving 
their goals manageable 

Bringing careers into focus 
and informing what to do 
now

“I love structure and Encourage gives me a low-
stress list to guide me through one of the most 
important parts of my life.” -11th Grader



• 100 college matches based on 
preferences, goals, and interests

• Suggested scholarship opportunities to 
make college more affordable

• Connect scores from ACT

Making it easier for 
students to find a good-fit 
college

“I think this app helps a ton for people who aren't 
sure about college education—it cleared a lot of 
my confusion.”-9th Grader



Practical resources for 
educators

• Straightforward dashboard to simplify 
your experience and save time

• Clear reports to inform conversations with 
students and identify opportunities

• Ongoing resources to support your work 
throughout the year 

https://encourageme.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/encourage-lesson-plans_20231010.pdf


Other Resources for College and Career Planning

ACT Navigator: New college 
and career planning tool for 
families.

ACAC: National effort to 
increase the number of first-
generation college students 
and students from low-
income families pursuing a 
college degree.

CollegeWise: ACT partner 
offering college advisement 
resources.

MyJourney: Insights from 
recent graduates and 
admissions experts.

ACT Student Blog: Articles on 
a high school resources, 
preparing for college, and 
much more!

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/students-and-parents/college-and-career-planning-for-families.html
https://equityinlearning.act.org/acac/
https://go.collegewise.com/branded?kw=collegewise&cpn=911361530&keyword=collegewise&campaign=911361530&adgroup=45748038916&utm_term=collegewise&utm_campaign=Branded&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=6754441403&hsa_cam=911361530&hsa_grp=45748038916&hsa_ad=448778465231&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-348954950291&hsa_kw=collegewise&hsa_mt=p&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw65-zBhBkEiwAjrqRMA2j-Y-787ZhJubJ4ij334uzaD4cFfVc3a-8q4ghr2eANMDGtOBZNhoCl0oQAvD_BwE
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/students-and-parents/college-and-career-planning-event-sessions.html
https://studentblog.act.org/


Learn how these skills impact college and 
career readiness

BUILDING ESSENTIAL 
SKILLS



BUILDING A SOLID FOUNDATION WITH 

ESSENTIAL SKILLS



Social Emotional Skills Are...

Interpersonal, self-regulatory, and task-
related behaviors important for 

adaptation to and successful 
performance in education and 

workplace settings. 

ESSENTIAL SKILLS     DURABLE SKILLS     CAREER READINESS SKILLS  
LIFE SKILLS    WORK READY SKILLS     SOFT SKILLS     NON-ACADMEIC 

SKILLS    NON-COGNITVE SKILLS     21st CENTURY SKILLS



Future Skills For Work

• Surveyed 18,000 
people in 15 
countries.

• Identified 56 
foundational skills for 
the future of work.

• At least 35 related to 
social and emotional 
skills.

2021 McKinsey Report  
Future Skills for Work



Academic Success Indicator



ACT Composite Scores



Standardized Test Scores



Workforce Success: Educators

Lower = Better



Building Essential Skills from PreK Through Career



Relevant Skills for Each Stage of Life



Students & Families Teachers & Educators

• Boosts social-emotional skills.
• Improves attitudes about self, others, 

and school.
• Positive classroom behavior.
• Higher attendance rates.
• Lifts achievement on standardized tests 

11 percentile points.

• Lifts teacher retention rates.
• Fewer conduct problems.
• Less emotional stress.
• Lower drug use.
• Lower intervention costs for schools.

Teachers who possess social and 
emotional competencies are more likely 
to stay in the classroom longer because 
they’re able to work more effectively with 
challenging students — one of the main 
causes of burnout.

Statistically significant associations 
between measured social-emotional 
skills in students and key young adult 
outcomes across multiple domains of 
education, employment, criminal 
activity, substance abuse, and mental 
health.

Durlak, Joseph & Weissberg, Roger & Dymnicki, Allison & Taylor, Rebecca & Schellinger, Kriston. (2011). The 
Impact of Enhancing Students’ Social and Emotional Learning: A Meta-Analysis of School-Based Universal 
Interventions. Child development. 82. 405-32. 

Big Picture: SEL is ESSENTIAL Which is 
most 

relevant to 
you and 

your work 
with 

students? 



Thank you!
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