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Students with a HSGPA of 4.0
have more than an 80% chance
of achieving a year 6 college
cumulative GPA of 3.00 or higher.
These chances are greater

for students with higher ACT
Composite scores and smaller
for those with lower scores
(chances range from 30% to
98%).
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Students’ high school achievement, as measured by ACT Composite
(ACTC) score and high school grade point average (HSGPA), is related
to their college cumulative grade point average (GPA). As expected, as
both ACTC score and HSGPA increase, students’ chances of achieving a
3.00 or higher year 6 college GPA at a four-year institution also increase.

As illustrated in the figure below, for students with the same HSGPA,
their chances of success depend on their ACTC score where success

is more likely for students with higher ACTC scores. For example, for
students with a HSGPA of 4.0, their chances of achieving a year 6 GPA
of 3.00 or higher range from 30% to 98% for those with ACTC scores
of 10 to 35. This result suggests that ACT scores provide additional
differentiation in students’ likely success, over and above HSGPA,
especially among students with higher HSGPAs.

Students’ Chances of Achieving a Year 6 College Cumulative GPA of 3.00
or Higher by ACT Composite (ACTC) Score and HSGPA
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Note: Based on data from nearly 69,000 ACT-tested students who enrolled in a four-year postsecondary
institution as first-time entering students in fall, 2000 through 2003, and were still enrolled six years later or
had completed a bachelor’s degree prior to the end of year 6. Nearly 60 institutions were represented. Model-
based estimates are shown. For a more detailed description of the study, see the full ACT Research Report
numbered 2012-5 at http://media.act.org/documents/ACT_RR2012-5.pdf.
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