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Should Students Take the ACT Again?
Matt Harmston, MA

Out of over 1.9 million students in the 2018 ACT-tested graduating class, 44% 
took the full ACT® test at least twice. In most cases, retesting reflected a pursuit 
of higher ACT Composite scores. As illustrated in Figure 1, 56% of these 
retesters saw an increase of one or more ACT Composite score points upon 
second testing, compared to 20% who remained constant and 24% who saw their 
score go down. This report introduces readers both to impacts of taking the ACT 
test a second time and to an ACT-created web application designed to estimate 
students’ chances of potential score gains, available here. This information can 
help students, counselors, and educators decide whether or not students should 
retest with the ACT.

Figure 1. Retest Composite Score Gain Percents for All Multi-Testing 2018 
ACT-Tested Graduates

While the percents in Figure 1 provide helpful data points, they include general 
patterns about all students that overlook important variations in these outcomes. 
For instance, ACT Composite scores will increase in accordance with more time 
in the classroom.1 Similarly, students taking more rigorous courses typically 
demonstrate greater gains. These examples, among others, highlight a need for a 
more finely-tuned, student-specific tool for estimating ACT Composite score gains 
between their first and second test.

In light of this need, ACT has developed the aforementioned web application that 
enables users to calculate the likelihood of Composite score gains by student-
specific criteria. The application calculates and presents probabilities of ACT 
Composite score gain levels tailored to seven student characteristics, among 
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them first ACT Composite score, high school GPA, and time between first 
and second test. The example bar graph in Figure 2 uses default student 
characteristics supplied for the web application.

By accessing the application, user-supplied information can tailor predictions 
specifically to the student, thus adding to information used in the decision 
of whether to test a second time. It is helpful to note that use of free test 
preparation tools, such as ACT Academy, can increase student gains, 
exceeding those presented by the application.2  

Figure 2. Example of Predicted Composite Score Gain

While estimates from the prediction application support decision making 
regarding taking the full ACT test, coming years will see enhancements that 
incorporate additional predictors and the opportunity to retest on single ACT 
section tests.   For more details regarding the application, 3 see this brief.

Notes
1. Camara, W., & Allen, J. (2017).  Does testing date impact student

scores on the ACT? Iowa City, IA: ACT.

2. Payne, J. S., & Allen, J. (2019) An early look at ACT Academy usage
and effectiveness. Iowa City, IA: ACT.

3. Beginning in September of 2020, students who complete the full ACT
will have an opportunity to retest on any one or more subtests on the
ACT.

Matt Harmston, MA

Matt Harmston is a senior research scientist in Research Technology, Data Science, 
and Analytics specializing in secondary research and report development.

https://academy.act.org/
file:https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/R1813-should-students-retest-2020-03.pdf

	Should Students Take the ACT Again?
	Notes




[image: CommonLook Logo]


CommonLook PDF Compliance Report


Generated by CommonLook®PDF GlobalAccess


Name of Verified File:


R1814-should-students-retest_R2_tagged.pdf


Date Verified:


Monday, March 23, 2020


Results Summary:


Number of Pages: 2


Total number of tests requested: 45


Total of Failed statuses: 0


Total of Warning statuses: 0


Total of Passed statuses: 36


Total of User Verify statuses: 0


Total of Not Applicable statuses: 24


Structural Results


Structural Results



  
  
    		Index
    		Checkpoint
    		Status
    		Reason
    		Comments


  



Accessibility Results



Section 508



  
  
    		Index
    		Checkpoint
    		Status
    		Reason
    		Comments


  



  
  
WCAG 2.0 AA (Revised Section 508 - 2017)


 		Serial		Page No.		Element Path		Checkpoint Name		Test Name		Status		Reason		Comments

		1		1		Tags->0->5		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Figures		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Pie chart representing retest composite score gain percents for all multi-testing 2018 ACT-tested graduates. Increased (blue) is set to 56. Decreated (orange) is set to 24. Remained constant (yellow) is set to 20." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		2		1,2		Tags->0->8,Tags->0->10,Tags->0->23		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Figures		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "ACT logo" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		3		2		Tags->0->17		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Figures		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Bar chart representing predicted composite score gain. The vertica axis is titled percent chacne of gain and labeled from 0 to 100 by units of 20. The horizontal axis is titled predicted composite score gain and labeled no score gain, one point, two points, and three or more points. No score gain is set to 64%,, one point is set to 18%, two point gain is set to 10%,  and three or more points is set to 8%." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		4		1		Tags->0->12->7		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Figures		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "connect with us on social media" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		5						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Formulas		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		6		1		Tags->0->3->2->0		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "ACT web application, Composite score gains" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		7		1		Tags->0->3->2->0->0		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "ACT web app, composite score gains" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		8		1		Tags->0->12		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "connect with us on social media" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		9		1		Tags->0->12->0		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "connect with us on social media" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		10		1		Tags->0->13		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "act.org/research" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		11		1		Tags->0->13->0		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "act.org/research" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		12		2		Tags->0->15->1		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "ACT Academy webpage" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		13		2		Tags->0->15->1->0		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "ACT Academy webpage" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		14		2		Tags->0->18->2		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "ACT Research report, Should Students Retest?" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		15		2		Tags->0->18->2->0		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "ACT Research report, Should Students Retest?" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		16						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Forms		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		17						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Other Annotations		Not Applicable		No other annotations were detected in this document.		

		18						Guideline 1.2 Provide synchronized alternatives for multimedia.		Captions 		Not Applicable		No multimedia elements were detected in this document.		

		19						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Form Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		20						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Lbl - Valid Parent		Passed		All Lbl elements passed.		

		21						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		LBody - Valid Parent		Passed		All LBody elements passed.		

		22						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Link Annotations		Passed		All tagged Link annotations are tagged in Link or Reference tags.		

		23						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Links		Passed		All Link tags contain at least one Link annotation.		

		24						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		List Item		Passed		All List Items passed.		

		25						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		List		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		26						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Other Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Annotations (other than Links and Widgets) were detected in this document.		

		27						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		RP, RT and RB - Valid Parent		Not Applicable		No RP, RB or RT elements were detected in this document.		

		28						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - Ruby		Not Applicable		No Ruby elements were detected in this document.		

		29						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table Cells		Not Applicable		No Table Data Cell or Header Cell elements were detected in this document.		

		30						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		THead, TBody and TFoot		Not Applicable		No THead, TFoot, or TBody elements were detected in this document.		

		31						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table Rows		Not Applicable		No Table Row elements were detected in this document.		

		32						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in this document.		

		33						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - Warichu		Not Applicable		No Warichu elements were detected in this document.		

		34						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - WT and WP		Not Applicable		No WP or WT elements were detected in the document		

		35						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Heading Levels		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		

		36						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		ListNumbering		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		37						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Header Cells		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		38						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Summary attribute		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in the document.		

		39						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Scope attribute		Not Applicable		No TH elements were detected in this document.		

		40						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Meaningful Sequence		Passed		No Untagged annotations were detected, and no elements have been untagged in this session.		

		41						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Article Threads		Not Applicable		No Article threads were detected in the document		

		42						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Tabs Key		Passed		All pages that contain annotations have tabbing order set to follow the logical structure.		

		43				Doc		Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Format, layout and color		Passed		Make sure that no information is conveyed by contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof while the content is not tagged to reflect all meaning conveyed by the use of contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof.		Verification result set by user.

		44				Doc		Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Minimum Contrast		Passed		Please ensure that the visual presentation of text and images of text has a contrast ratio of at least 4.5:1, except for Large text and images of large-scale text where it should have a contrast ratio of at least 3:1, or incidental content or logos
		Verification result set by user.

		45						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Images of text - OCR		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		46						Guideline 2.1 Make all functionality operable via a keyboard interface		Server-side image maps		Passed		No Server-side image maps were detected in this document (Links with IsMap set to true).		

		47						Guideline 2.2 Provide users enough time to read and use content		Timing Adjustable		Not Applicable		No elements that could require a timed response found in this document.		

		48						Guideline 2.3 Do not design content in a way that is known to cause seizures		Three Flashes or Below Threshold		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		49						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Headings defined		Passed		Headings have been defined for this document.		

		50						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Outlines (Bookmarks)		Passed		Bookmarks are logical and consistent with Heading Levels.		

		51				MetaData		Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Metadata - Title and Viewer Preferences		Passed		Please verify that a document title of Should Students Take the ACT Again? is appropriate for this document.		Verification result set by user.

		52				MetaData		Guideline 3.1 Make text content readable and understandable.		Language specified		Passed		Please ensure that the specified language (en-US) is appropriate for the document.		Verification result set by user.

		53				Pages->0		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Passed		Page 1 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		54				Pages->1		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Passed		Page 2 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		55						Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Change of context		Passed		No actions are triggered when any element receives focus		

		56						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		57						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Form fields value validation		Not Applicable		No form fields that may require validation detected in this document.		

		58						Guideline 4.1 Maximize compatibility with current and future user agents, including assistive technologies		4.1.2 Name, Role, Value		Not Applicable		No user interface components were detected in this document.		





  
  
PDF/UA 1.0



  
  
    		Index
    		Checkpoint
    		Status
    		Reason
    		Comments


  




HHS



  
  
    		Index
    		Checkpoint
    		Status
    		Reason
    		Comments


  




    HHS (2018 regulations)


    
        
            
                		Index
                		Checkpoint
                		Status
                		Reason
                		Comments
            


        
    





  
Checkpoint Description:



  
  
    		Checkpoint Name 
    		Checkpoint Description


	






