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Updates to the PreACT Assessments Readiness 
Levels 
Jeff Allen 

The PreACT® suite of assessments (PreACT® 8/9, PreACT®, and PreACT® Secure™) can be 
used to monitor students’ progress toward college and career readiness. Scores are classified 
into one of three readiness levels based on chances of meeting the ACT College Readiness 
Benchmark: 

1. On Target. Students scoring in this range are predicted to have at least a 50% chance 
of meeting or exceeding the ACT College Readiness Benchmark in Grade 11 or 12. The 
PreACT Assessments Readiness Benchmark is the score associated with a 50% 
chance of meeting the ACT College Readiness Benchmark and is the minimum score of 
the On Target Readiness Level. 

2. Close to Target. Students scoring in this range have less than a 50% chance, but 
greater than a 25% chance, of meeting the ACT College Readiness Benchmark. 

3. In Need of Intervention. Students scoring in this range have less than a 25% chance of 
meeting the meeting the ACT College Readiness Benchmark. 

The PreACT Assessments Readiness Levels are specific to season (fall or spring), grade level 
(8, 9, 10, or 11), and subject (English, math, reading, science, and STEM). The readiness levels 
were updated in spring 2024 to reflect the latest growth trends for students who completed high 
school from 2020 through 2024. The sample included a diverse group of 927,647 students who 
took PreACT 8/9 (in Grades 8 and/or 9) and/or PreACT (in Grades 9, 10, or 11) and the ACT 
test (in Grades 11 and/or 12). More details on the study will be provided in the next versions of 
the PreACT 8/9 Technical Bulletin and PreACT Technical Manual. 

The updated score ranges for each readiness level are presented in Table 1. The table also 
indicates which of the updated score ranges are different from the previous score ranges. The 
updated readiness levels will be applied to PreACT 8/9, PreACT, and PreACT Secure reports 
beginning with tests administered during the 2024–2025 academic year. 

The updated readiness levels for English, math, and STEM are mostly the same as the previous 
readiness levels. For fall Grade 8, the Readiness Benchmark for English decreased by one 
point. For math, the cut scores for Close to Target and On Target increased by one point for fall 
and spring Grade 8. For STEM, the cut scores for Close to Target and On Target decreased by 
one point for spring Grade 10. For reading, the cut score for On Target (the readiness 
benchmark) increased by one point for each grade level and season, as did the cut scores for 
Close to Target. For science, the cut scores for On Target increased by one point for fall Grade 
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9, spring Grade 10, and fall Grade 11, while the cut scores for Close to Target increased for 
spring Grade 9 and later grade levels. 

Table 1. Updated Score Ranges for PreACT Assessments Readiness Levels 

Subject Grade Level /
Season 

In Need of 
Intervention Close to Target On Target 

English 

8, fall 1–7 8–9 (8–10) 10–30 (11–30) 
8, spring 1–7 8–10 11–30 
9, fall 1–8 9–11 12–30 
9, spring 1–9 10–12 13–30 
10, fall 1–10 11–13 14–35 
10, spring 1–11 12–14 15–35 
11, fall 1–12 13–15 16–35 

Math 

8, fall 1–13 (1–12) 14–15 (13–14) 16–30 (15–30) 
8, spring 1–14 (1–13) 15–16 (14–15) 17–30 (16–30) 
9, fall 1–14 15–16 17–30 
9, spring 1–15 16–17 18–30 
10, fall 1–16 17–18 19–35 
10, spring 1–16 17–18 19–35 
11, fall 1–17 18–19 20–35 

Reading 

8, fall 1–12 (1–11) 13–15 (12–14) 16–30 (15–30) 
8, spring 1–13 (1–12) 14–16 (13–15) 17–30 (16–30) 
9, fall 1–14 (1–13) 15–17 (14–16) 18–30 (17–30) 
9, spring 1–15 (1–14) 16–18 (15–17) 19–30 (18–30) 
10, fall 1–16 (1–15) 17–19 (16–18) 20–35 (19–35) 
10, spring 1–17 (1–16) 18–20 (17–19) 21–35 (20–35) 
11, fall 1–18 (1–17) 19–21 (18–20) 22–35 (21–35) 

Science 

8, fall 1–13 14–16 17–30 
8, spring 1–14 15–17 18–30 
9, fall 1–15 16–18 (16–17) 19–30 (18–30) 
9, spring 1–16 (1–15) 17–18 (16–18) 19–30 
10, fall 1–17 (1–16) 18–19 (17–19) 20–35 
10, spring 1–18 (1–17) 19–20 (18–19) 21–35 (20–35) 
11, fall 1–19 (1–17) 20–21 (18–20) 22–35 (21–35) 

STEM 

8, fall 1–16 17–18 19–30 
8, spring 1–17 18–19 20–30 
9, fall 1–18 19–20 21–30 
9, spring 1–19 20–21 22–30 
10, fall 1–20 21–22 23–35 
10, spring 1–20 (1–21) 21–22 (22–23) 23–35 (24–35) 
11, fall 1–21 22–23 24–35 

Note: Previous score range provided in parentheses when different than updated score range.
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     		Serial		Page No.		Element Path		Checkpoint Name		Test Name		Status		Reason		Comments

		1		1,3		Tags->0->8,Tags->0->14		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Figures		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "ACT logo" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		2						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Formulas		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		3		3		Tags->0->17->1		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "ACT website" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		4		3		Tags->0->17->1->0		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "act.org" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		5						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Forms		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		6						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Other Annotations		Not Applicable		No other annotations were detected in this document.		

		7						Guideline 1.2 Provide synchronized alternatives for multimedia.		Captions 		Not Applicable		No multimedia elements were detected in this document.		

		8						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Form Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		9						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Lbl - Valid Parent		Passed		All Lbl elements passed.		

		10						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		LBody - Valid Parent		Passed		All LBody elements passed.		

		11						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Link Annotations		Passed		All tagged Link annotations are tagged in Link tags.		

		12						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Links		Passed		All Link tags contain at least one Link annotation.		

		13						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		List Item		Passed		All List Items passed.		

		14						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		List		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		15						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Other Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Annotations (other than Links and Widgets) were detected in this document.		

		16						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		RP, RT and RB - Valid Parent		Not Applicable		No RP, RB or RT elements were detected in this document.		

		17						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - Ruby		Not Applicable		No Ruby elements were detected in this document.		

		18						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table Cells		Passed		All Table Data Cells and Header Cells passed		

		19						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		THead, TBody and TFoot		Not Applicable		No THead, TFoot, or TBody elements were detected in this document.		

		20						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table Rows		Passed		All Table Rows passed.		

		21						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table		Passed		All Table elements passed.		

		22						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - Warichu		Not Applicable		No Warichu elements were detected in this document.		

		23						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - WT and WP		Not Applicable		No WP or WT elements were detected in the document		

		24						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Tagged Document		Passed		Tags have been added to this document.		

		25						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Heading Levels		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		

		26						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		ListNumbering		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		27						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Header Cells		Passed		All table cells have headers associated with them.		

		28		2		Tags->0->12		Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Summary attribute		Passed		Table doesn't define the Summary attribute.		Verification result set by user.

		29						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Scope attribute		Passed		All TH elements define the Scope attribute.		

		30						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Meaningful Sequence		Passed		CommonLook created 1 artifacts to hold untagged text/graphical elements.		Verification result set by user.

		31						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Article Threads		Not Applicable		No Article threads were detected in the document		

		32						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Tabs Key		Passed		All pages that contain annotations have tabbing order set to follow the logical structure.		

		33						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Orientation		Passed		Document is tagged and content can be rendered in any orientation.		

		34						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Identify Input Purpose		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		35				Doc		Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Format, layout and color		Passed		Make sure that no information is conveyed by contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof while the content is not tagged to reflect all meaning conveyed by the use of contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof.		Verification result set by user.

		36				Doc		Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Minimum Contrast		Passed		Please ensure that the visual presentation of text and images of text has a contrast ratio of at least 4.5:1, except for Large text and images of large-scale text where it should have a contrast ratio of at least 3:1, or incidental content or logos
		Verification result set by user.

		37						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Images of text - OCR		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		38						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Reflow		Passed		Document is tagged and content can be rendered in any device size.		

		39						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Text Spacing		Passed		Document is tagged and content can be rendered by user agents supporting tagged PDFs in any text spacing.		

		40		1,3		Tags->0->8->0,Tags->0->8->1,Tags->0->8->2,Tags->0->8->3,Tags->0->8->4,Tags->0->14->0		Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Non-Text Contrast		Passed		Please verify that all graphical elements need to have a contrast ratio of at least 3:1 against adjacent colors.		Verification result set by user.

		41						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Content on Hover or Focus		Not Applicable		No actions found on hover or focus events.		

		42						Guideline 2.1 Make all functionality operable via a keyboard interface		Server-side image maps		Passed		No Server-side image maps were detected in this document (Links with IsMap set to true).		

		43						Guideline 2.1 Make all functionality operable via a keyboard interface		Character Key Shortcuts		Not Applicable		No character key shortcuts detected in this document.		

		44						Guideline 2.2 Provide users enough time to read and use content		Timing Adjustable		Not Applicable		No elements that could require a timed response found in this document.		

		45						Guideline 2.3 Do not design content in a way that is known to cause seizures		Three Flashes or Below Threshold		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		46						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Headings defined		Passed		Headings have been defined for this document.		

		47						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Outlines (Bookmarks)		Passed		Bookmarks are logical and consistent with Heading Levels.		

		48				MetaData		Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Metadata - Title and Viewer Preferences		Passed		Please verify that a document title of Updates to the PreACT Assessments Readiness Levels is appropriate for this document.		Verification result set by user.

		49						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Label in Name		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		50						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Pointer Cancellation		Not Applicable		No mouse down events detected in this document.		

		51						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Motion Actuation		Not Applicable		No elements requiring device or user motion detected in this document.		

		52						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Pointer Gestures		Not Applicable		No RichMedia or FileAtachments have been detected in this document.		

		53				MetaData		Guideline 3.1 Make text content readable and understandable.		Language specified		Passed		Please ensure that the specified language (EN-US) is appropriate for the document.		Verification result set by user.

		54		1		Tags->0->4		Guideline 3.1 Make text content readable and understandable.		Language specified		Passed		Please ensure that a change in the Natural Language from EN-US to en is appropriate for this tag, attributes and children (unless overriden by children)		Verification result set by user.

		55		1		Tags->0->4->0->1,Tags->0->4->1->1,Tags->0->4->2->1		Guideline 3.1 Make text content readable and understandable.		Language specified		Passed		Please ensure that a change in the Natural Language from en to EN-US is appropriate for this tag, attributes and children (unless overriden by children)		Verification result set by user.

		56				Pages->0		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Passed		Page 1 does not contain footer Artifacts.		Verification result set by user.

		57				Pages->2		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Passed		Page 3 does not contain footer Artifacts.		Verification result set by user.

		58						Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Change of context		Passed		No actions are triggered when any element receives focus		

		59						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		60						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Form fields value validation		Not Applicable		No form fields that may require validation detected in this document.		

		61						Guideline 4.1 Maximize compatibility with current and future user agents, including assistive technologies		4.1.2 Name, Role, Value		Not Applicable		No user interface components were detected in this document.		

		62						Guideline 4.1 Maximize compatibility with current and future user agents, including assistive technologies		Status Message		Not Applicable		Checkpoint is not applicable in PDF.		
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